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    The Berkeley Center for Social Medicine critically engages the intersection of social systems, social difference, health and health care in the United States and across the globe. 

Founded in 2013, the Center links to the discipline of social medicine internationally by bringing together Bay Area scholars from the social and historical sciences who are working on questions related to medicine, the health sciences, public health, global health, the social structuring of suffering, violence and the body.  
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                The Disproportionate Effects of Wildfires on CA’s Indigenous Communities

                April 1, 2024


In this Berkeley News article describing the disproportionate effects of California’s wildfires on its indigenous communities...Read more about The Disproportionate Effects of Wildfires on CA’s Indigenous Communities



      

    

  



  

  
    
  
    

  

  
    
      
                Un/Learning Empathy in Medical School

                March 11, 2024


 “Learning Language, Un/Learning Empathy in Medical School'' by Seth Holmes, Co-Chair of Berkeley Center for Social Medicine, was published in Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry....Read more about Un/Learning Empathy in Medical School



      

    

  



  

  
    
  
    

  

  
    
      
                Communicative Justice in Health and Medicine

                February 26, 2024


A new book by Charles Briggs, Berkeley Center for Social Medicine Co-Chair, will be published by Duke University Press in April. The introduction is available to read online (for free) now...Read more about Communicative Justice in Health and Medicine
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      Events (stay tuned for info coming soon!)    
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        Address

    
  
    Institute for the Study of Societal Issues

2111 Bancroft Way #5670
STE 344
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA 94720-5670
  



  

          

          
              
    

        Phone / Email

    
  
    Telephone: 510-642-0813
California Relay Service 711
Email: issi@berkeley.edu

Monday-Friday:  9:00 am - 5:00 pm
  



  

          

          
              
    

        The following centers are a part of The Institute for the Study of Societal Issues:

    
  
    Asian American Research Center

Berkeley Center for Social Medicine

Center for Ethnographic Research

Center for Research on Social Change

Center for Right-Wing Studies

Joseph A. Myers Center for Research on Native American Issues 

Latinx Research Center
  



  

          

          
              
    

        We affirm and support indigenous sovereignty

    
  
    UC Berkeley sits on on the territory of xučyun (Huichin), the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo-speaking Ohlone people, and every member of the Berkeley community has, and continues to benefit from, the use and occupation of this land, since the institution’s founding in 1868. We recognize that the Muwekma Ohlone people are alive and flourishing members of the Berkeley and broader Bay Area communities today
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